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LUGARES DO MUNDO
PLACES IN THE WORLD

te

- unhemdo como a Arca de Nné i &

o5 dlbuns de familia 14 de casa, algumas das minhas fotos favoritas

$30 dos meus avds maternas, em pose de exploradores, a atraves-

sarem um rhe a vau, rodeados por crocodilos e hipopdtamos, Essas

fotos tém & data de 1972 e foram tiradas no Pargue Nacional da Go-
rongosa, numas ferias em Mogaumbague. Passados 38 anaos, junto aos por
ties que marcam a entrada neste templo da vida selvagem, as expectati-
vt de me cruzar com alguns dos "Big 5 (ledes, rinocerontes, leopandos,
elefanites e bitfalos) 5o powcas, mas 3 emogdo de me aventurar pelos seus
habitats & tio grande como os 3700 quilémetros quadrados de (loresta,
savana ¢ planicie que tenho pela frente,

Cruando Lhe fol atribuide o estatuto de Pargue Nacional, em 1960, a
Gorongnsa registava 14 mil bitfalos, 200 kedes, 3 mil zebras e hipopdta
mos, 5500 gnis, 2200 elefantes e centenas de exemplares de oulras espe-
cles, entre pdssaros, impalas, chitas, rinocerontes £ animais cujos nomes
nin tém traducio no imagindrio colective, Com mals predadores que o
Pargque Krueger, na vizinha Africa do Sul, ¢ paisagens tio belas como as
do Serengetl, na também vizinka Tanzanis, a Gofongosa recebia cerca
de 20 mil visitantes por ana, Incluindo estrelas de cinema coma Gregory
Peck & John Wayne.

Durante 4 devastadora guerra clvil que se segulu i proclamagio da in-
dependéncia da ex-coldnia portuguesa (1975), e gue durou 16 anos, este
paralso terrestre em estado puro foi abandonado & sua sorle e praticamen -
te dizimado, Quando os directores do parque regressaram, 95 por cento
dos mamiferos tinham sido cacados para alimentar populagies famintas e
para extracedode marflm, ou linkam morrido de fome quando o equilibrio
de um dos mais perfeiios ecossistemas do planeta se quebrou. Para sobire
viverem, of powcos elefantes que restavam tinham-se tornedo poctivagos

ap . ol aped 10

n my family albums, some of my favourite photos ave of my maternal

grandparents, in explorer pose, crossing a ford sturmunded by crovo-

diles and hippos. They date from 1972 and were taken in the Gorongo

54 National Park during a holiday in Mozambigue. Thirty-eight vears
later, af the gates which mark the entrance to this wildlife sanctuacy, my
expeciations of running into one of the “Big 5" (Hons, rhinoceros, leopar-
ds, elephants and buffalos) are not high, but the emotion of ventoring
into their habitat 1= a5 big as the 3,700 square kilometres of forest, savan
nah and grassland before me,

When it was granted the status of National Park in 1960, Gorongo-
s had 14,000 buffalo, 200 lons, 3,000 zebras and hippopotamus, 5,500
gnus, 1,200 elephants and hundeeds of other species, including imipalas,
chectahs, thinoceros and birds and animals whose names don't even en-
ter the collective imagination. With more predators than the Kruger Park
in neighbouring South Africa and scenery a8 stunning as the Serenget]
In Taneania, Gomngosa welcomed 20,000 visitors a year, Including film
stars like Gregory Peck and John Wayne.

During the devastating civil war which followed the Independence of
the ex-Partuguese colony n 1975, and which lasted 16 years, (his earthly
paradise was abandoned (o 18 fate and largely decimated. When the park
directors peturned, 95 per cent of the mammals had been hunted ta feed
the famished human popolation, o extraect very or had died of hunger
when the balance of one of the most perfect ecosystems on the planet
breslee down, [norder to survive, the few elephants that rematiesd had be-
Ciime pocturnal,
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REMASCER DAS CINZAS

A salvagdo deste admirdvel mundo selvagem chegou com Greg Carr, mi-
Homdrio amerfcano que, em 1998, criou a Gregory C. Carr Foundation,
para se dedicar a actvidades filantidpicas. Nio muitos anos depois, em
2002, ao sobrevoar as espectaculares paisagens do pargque situado no cen

tro de Mogamblgue, Greg percebeu gue a Garongosa era a aposta ceria
para concretizar uma das suas ambighes de vida: um projecto cujo masor
fesaflo passa pela recuperacio da vida selvagem, mas também pelo de

senvodvimento humano das comunidades bncais

O primeim passo dew-se em 2004, gquando a fundagio negocion
com o governo mogamblcano uma parceria - renegoclada em 2008 por
um prazo de 20 anos - e um investiments de 30 milthdes de ewros, para
id o gestio do parque ¢ lingamento das pespectivas infra-estruturas de
snstentabilidade, Poucos anos depols, os frutos deste trabalho sfo [ bem
vistvels. Com a restauragdo da Gorongosa e a preservacdo dos habitats,
a8 ankmaks estdo a voltar. Alguns foram olerecidos por pasques vizinhos,
outmos comprados para reequilibrar o delicado ecossistema. Enguanto
I=50, as populagdes locais, cerca de 250 mil pessoas, beneficiam tanto de
ezcolas equipadas com computader, como do ensino de denlcas agricolas
sustentdiveis, O futura, porém, esti no ecoturisma. Por agors, sio cenca
de olto mil os visitanles anuais, mas quando o parque recuperar oda a
sua biodiversidade e fizer parte obrigatdria das brochuras das agéncias de
lurismo, esperam-se 100 mil visitas.

Sentada mo alto da carripana com bancos em anfllest o gue me con-
duz pelo “quintal” de ledes, gnus, pala-palas, elefantes, pelicanos ou
cobras cuspideias, quase me faltn o olego para absorver lodos 08 con-
tornes, chelros e soms que chegam ara da savana, ora da Noresta, ora das
planivies enlameadas que rodeiam as dpeas quietas do ligo Urema. A con
traceio (estacio deca) & expansdo (estocdo das chuvas) sazonal do lago,
localizado no centro do pargue, & um dos elementos vitals do ecossistema,
mas 0 gue me fascina € a variedade de aves que por ali se passeiam, as
cores exuberantes da savana Incendiada pelo pde-do-sol, a Inexplicivel
sensacdo de solidio, os encontros ao acasa, Subitamente, o guia avist um
pangolim, raridade absoluta que provoea eotre os (uristes suecos Muitos
“hus" e “has", Keu, na condicho dos lgnorantes, Julgo estar na preseng
de um papa- formigas viscoso. =
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REBORN FROM THE ASHES

The Job of saving this beautiful natural envimonment fell o Greg Care, an
American milllonalre who in 1998 created the Gregory C. Carr Founda-
ticn to devote himself to philanthropic work. Mot long afterwarnds in 2003,
while flving owver the park’s spectacular landscape in the centre of Mo
zambique, Greg realised that Gorongosa was a gnod way of achieving one
ol his life"s ambitions: a challengng project to recover not only the park's
wildlife but also develop s local communities

The first step was taken in 2004, when the foundation negotiated a
partnership with the Mozambican gowerment - extended in 2008 for
anather 20 vedrs - and an investment of 30 milllon euros, for the joint
management of the park and the creation of sustainable infrastructure, A
few wears [ater, the fruits of this labour are clearly visible, With the res
toration of Gorongosa and the conservation of habitat, the animals are
returning. Some were donated by neighbouring parks, others purchased
in order to reestablish the batance of this delicate ecosysiem. Meanwhile,
the kocal population, around 250,000 people, have benefited with schools
equipped with computers and training o the technigues of sustainable
agriculture. The future, however, lies with ccotourism. At present the-
te are around 8,000 visitors anmually, bt when the park recovers all of
it bindiversity and becomes an integral part of travel agents” brochures,
104, 000 are expected.

Sedted on the back of a worn-out truck which takes me through the
“backyard™ of livhs, gnis, pala-palas; elephants, pelicans and spitting
stiakes, [ fAnd it hard to take in all the twists and turns, the sounds and
smells coming one moment from the savannah, the next from the forest,
then from the muddy grasslands around the stll] waters of Lake Uremna,
The contraction of the lake in the dry season and ity expatision during
the ralny seazon s one of the vital elements of this ecosystem, but what
fascinates me is the sheer varlety of birds here, the dazeling cobours of
the savannah Lt up by the sunset, the nexplicable fecling of loneliness,
of chince meetings. Suddenly, the gulde spots a pangolin, 5 real marity
which vauses much ooh-ing and ah-ing amongst the Swedish tourists
In my ignaorance, | thought we were in the preserce of slimy anteater. =
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